immediately asked for a ship of war for the protection of
British interests.1 H.M.S. Alert arrived at Basra on May 4th.
Saiyid Talib, however,, finding that Shaikh Ajaimi had moved
with his Muntafiq tribesmen towards Basra with the intention
of supporting the Government and that a new Wilayet Law had
been promulgated, agreed on May 12th to press Arab demands
with moderation.
The new Wilayet Law, together with an official circular from
the Ministry of Interior conceding wide official use of Arabic in
'Iraq, had supposedly granted self-government on paper, but
neither Saiyid Talib nor other Arab leaders were misled as to
its real nature. The new law, if ever applied, which they
doubted, still kept real power in the hands of the Wall or
Governor, while they had in mind actual participation by
Arabs in the Government. In spite of the momentary check to
the Nationalists at Basra, the Arabs elsewhere redoubled their
efforts to obtain the full measure of their demands.
The Arab Movement had developed faster in Basra than in
Baghdad, due to the efforts of Talib Pasha, but Nationalism was
not lacking in strength in the latter city. In closer contact than
Basra with the Nationalist Movement at Constantinople and
among the Syrians and Egyptians, the Baghdad Nationalists
had divided themselves into four groups. One section con-
sisted of partisans of Saiyid Talib and the Basra Nationalists.
Another looked to Syria for leadership and assistance. Still
another group was in correspondence with Egypt, from which
it was rumoured that the Khedive would be elected King and
Khalifa of the Muslims. The fourth group formed a separate
Baghdad party, relying chiefly on their own efforts and on their
own leaders. These groups, however, were without hard and
fast lines, and in the spring of 1913, when a concerted effort was
made to unite the Arabs of'Iraq, Syria and Egypt in presenting
demands to Constantinople, the groups apparently sank their
differences and began to work together. The local secret
1 Events in Tutkish 'Iraq, May, 1913.
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